BIO

Silvia Gonzalez S. is a playwright, poet, puppeteer, educator, performer, flmmaker,
actress, stand-up comic, and community arts advocate with more than 25+ years of
experience using the arts to uplift underserved communities and expand cultural
representation. She is the co-founder and Executive Artistic Director of the Hanford
Multicultural Theater Company, established in 2017 to address the lack of accessible
arts opportunities for diverse populations in Kings County and California’s Central
Valley.

Through theater, puppetry, improvisation, storytelling, and arts education, Silvia creates
welcoming spaces for first-time artists, youth, seniors, military-connected families, and
individuals with disabilities at the theater she co-founded with her daughter. Her work
centers on equity, inclusion, cultural expression, and community wellness.

Silvia has written more than 60 sketches, poems, short and full-length plays, puppet
shows, a musical puppet show, plays for teens, a documentary sponsored by CMAC,
and a short film. She is especially proud that the following plays are included in
anthologies and books: Boxcar/El Vagon, La Llorona Llora, The Migrant Farmworker’s
Son, Waiting Women, and Alicia in Wonder Tierra.

Boxcar/ El Vagdén received a MetLife Voces Award and was produced by Repertorio
Espanol in New York, while La Llorona Llora has received international productions.
Archival materials related to Silvia Gonzalez S. are held in the Nettie Lee Benson Latin
American Collection at the University of Texas Libraries, part of The University of Texas
at Austin.

Silvia has participated in residencies and professional development programs with New
Dramatists in NYC, INTAR with Maria Irene Fornes’ Hispanic/Latinx Lab, Chicago
Dramatists, the Dramatists Guild Institute, and Community Media Access
Collaborative (CMAC).

She is a current member of the Dramatists Guild, the Alliance of Los Angeles
Playwrights, SFBAPG Puppetry Guild, CMAC, and the New Play Exchange.



